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David J. Watson, of Hollister, is a
California pioneer, who came to the
State in 1849, being at that time ten
years of age. His father, Jacob
Watson, came originally from
Virginia, lived two years in Missouri,
and then started to California across
the plains, with ox teams. He joined a
train of sixty-four wagons which
started from “Big Blue,” near the
present city of Omaha, and proceeded
irregularly westward and over the
Truckee route, leaving Salt Lake to
the south. Jacob Watson was a
teamster and wagon freighter by
occupation, and worked his way to
Sacramento by following his trade.
He brought with him a wife, Phoebe
Baldwin, and eleven children, which
flock was later increased to the
number of fifteen. Upon his arrival in
California, he, like nearly all others
in those days, was seized with the
mining fever, and from 1849 to 1850
he spent his time in the diggings on
the American river, with gratifying
success. He later lived in Sutter
county, and in Grass Valley, and then
in Nevada, coining at last to San
Benito county, where he engaged in
the stock business and
merchandising, at San Juan. He died
in 1874, when seventy-three years of
age. Mrs. Watson is still living in San
Benito county, on Tres Pinos creek.
Twelve of her fifteen children are
still living, mnamely: Jonathan,
deceased; James, living on Tres Pinos
creek; Henry, resident of Fresno
county; Stephen, a prosperous farmer
of Tres Pinos; Hiram, deceased;
David J., subject; Nancy A., resident
of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; Julia
M., Mrs. Harris of Downey, Los
Angeles county, California; Sarah E.,
now Mrs. Mankins, of Santa Barbara

county, California; Jane, now Mrs.
Sheegle, of Fresno county; Arminda,
deceased; Jacob, on Tres Pinos creek,
living with his mother; John M., of
Lompoc, Santa Barbara county, and
Charles H., on Tres Pinos creek.

David J. Watson was born in Scott
county, Virginia, in the mountains of
the Blue Ridge, coming to this State,
with his father, when he was still a
very young lad. In his youth he was
associated with his father in his
mining operations, and later in the
stock raising business, and at twenty-
one he embarked in that business for
himself. He located 824 acres of stock
range, at the head of San Juan valley,
which he after a time converted into a
farm, and operated it until 1888,
when he sold out and retired to
Hollister, where he owns a beautiful
home.

He married, in 1862, Miss Nancy J.
Cox, daughter of David Cox, a pioneer
of California, who crossed the plains
from Missouri in 1849. Mr. and Mrs.
Watson have no children. They have
the esteem and respect of all who
know them.
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