


The Three Rocks Report March 2005

Th Story Behind that Name

Los Gatos Creek

Los Gatos is Spanish fofie Cats. Los Gatos Creek flows 26 miles to Pleasant Valley northwest of Coalinga. The name
is quite old and predates Parke’s 1854 map upon which itasned Las Gatas Creek. The name was listed as Arrojo los
Gates on Goddard’s 1857 map. On the U.S. General Cdfice 1879 map its called GadCr. until it reaches the
confluence with Arroyo del Pidvere (now Wartham Creelnmaybe Jacalitos creek) and then becomes Arroyo Las Gatas.

The spelling Las Gatos Creek first appears on the McHag’$ map, but the end of the stream in San Joaquin Valley
was called Arroyo Passejero. The U.S. Board of Geogri{anes rejected the names “Arroyo las Gatos,” “Las Gatas
Creek,” and “Polvodero Creek” for the stream in 1933, anallff rejected the names “Arroyo Passajero” and “Arroyo
Poso de Chane” in 1964.

We learn from an 1877 newspaper account that Los Gatos alao the name for the terminus of the rail tracks
leading to the coaling station at the coal mé and northwest of where Coalinga is today:

We learn that Luther Bros have concluded to drive about 20,000 sheep through Waltham canon to the terminus of
the railway at Los Gatos in the San Joaquin valley, from which station they will be conveyed by cars to the end of
the railway in Arizona.

San Benito Advance, April 14, 1877

The Los Gatos coaling station is show at the tierminus of the rail tracks on Blum’'s 1896 map.
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Pioneers and People

Angel Maria Chevoya

Angel Chevoya was an early pioneer in the White Creek avéa don't know exactly when he moved his family to
the area. However, we can speculate that is sometimeraf®62 and before 1879 because one of his sons, Cayetino was
born in San Jose in 1862 and becausegel was considered a successfuttt@rancher by 187%hen he became
captivated by loco Mariana’s preaching at Las Tres Piedtas.also unclear why he chose to come here because
historical records indicate that he was the legal hier t@ fdther’s land grant, Sanjon de las Moquelumnes (now EIk
Grove near Sacramento). He had strofiagnily ties in Santa Clara and San Jublis grandfather, Marcos Chevoya, who
came to California as a soldier withe Anza Expedition, liveth San Juan for a while and Angel’s father, Anastacio
Chevoya and all of his younger siblings were also btirare. Angel’s uncle, Jose Luis Chevoya owned the first
commercial mining operation in California which latdecome the famous New Almaden Quicksilver Mine.

Sometime in 1879, a woman known as Mariana who was lidhlylartinez Spring began preaching that God would
end the world on May 16, 1883 and that ontlye true believers who followed her to Las Tres Piedras (known today as
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